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In Nebraska, we take pmde in
our communities and value sur
connection to our neighbors.-
But poverty numbers released | !

‘last week by the U.S. Census |
Bureau remind us that nof ev- / .

eryone in our state is able. to}
participaté fully in all Ne-|
braska has to offer, They ﬂlus-[
frate growing cracks in the!
well-being of families and com- [
munities across the state.

In Nebraska, poverty rose to
11.2 percent in 2007 up from
10.3 percent in 2001 accordmg
tocensusdata Justreleased

As troubling as thesé mam-
bers are, they reflect a period
of relative prosperity befoie
the current economic down-
turn and increases in unem-
ployment.

Put simply: The new poverty

data, collected in.2007, do not |
include the. current slowdown
and its dimpact on. familics |
across Nebraskawhose jobs in- |

* creasingly don’t pay enough to :

_meet’ basic needs and’ who
" struggle every day to put;

_enough food on the table, heat . .
“and cool their homes, and’ pay I

:for housing and health care;

Rural families - face- m—
- creased difficulties due to geo-
. graphic isolation, transporta—

tion and access to JObS goods
_and services,

These data prowde new. nio- |
- tivation for our natien and our
- state to build bctter solutlons to, .
_ economic insectrity. ‘
.- Outof concern for our nejgh-

bors and worry about our-state
economic heaith as a wholg,
“there are practical, long-term
- approaches we can take tohelp .
people. who are suffering and :
Spur economic growth.at the |
_same time. In fact, economists |
say that the surest way to help l
‘the. economy . is to. help those [
mostinneed. .

“H you re soméebody who | ;
Jlives. paycheck to paycheck '
“yow're morelikely to spend that

extra dollar,” said Feéderal Re-
serve Chair Ben Bernanke.

~ addressing gaps- th;

solution'ive are looking for:

Having that extra doliar to’
make ends meetis a pragmatic

way to help families. and our

economy. Butthe story dossi'’t '

end there, The provision of in-
cehtives and opportumtles to
savé and take part in.asset ac-

cumutation programs can lead :
individuals out of poverty and |
into long-term financial secn- .

rity.
and seize the -Gpportunity to e'

lion children nationwide,
tend the credit-to réach m

low-income workmg families
who - currently do not qua]lfy
ity

and incresse the benef
other’ famﬂles Who quall

onlya portmn of the credi

In: Nebraska, aceordi
the Center on ‘Budge
fcy Prlormes 14,935
Would be newly eh

the.- current afe

-Changinga npub-
11c banefit’ prograns; “eoupled
with a statewide ‘savings, pro-
gram such as Individual Devel.
opment Accounts, are COIIpO-,
nents of apragmatic, long- term

When Congress returns, it
should heed Bernanke's Words m

"':tmct of Columbla and Puerto

“rector of Commiity Action of

. Such accounts are matched
savings accounts and operate

' smnlarly to matched 401(k) re-

,ccounts Acqmred

.dss s, start or expand “busix
‘nesses;and participate in past: 7
secnndary -education or Job'_
training--— all of wluch in-

Creuse one’s earnmggotenﬂal
To date, 35 states, the Dis-

Nebraska, both i in Lincoln; and
Jar Fitts, execiitive chrector of-
Panhandle Commumty Serv~
icesin Germg, N eb :




