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Regular: 
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The Dynamics of Homelessness 
Dennis Culhane 

University of Pennsylvania 

Thirteenth Annual 
Gandhi Award & 

Symposium 

Friday, April 16, 2010 
9 AM—3 PM 

Scott Conference  Center 
6450 Pine St.  

Omaha, NE 68106 



A professor of Social Policy, Psychology.  
and Policy Research and Evaluation at 
the University of Pennsylvania, Professor 
Culhane lectures nationally and interna-
tionally on homelessness issues.   

Dr. Culhane’s primary areas of research 
are homelessness, housing policy, and 
policy analysis research methods.  His 
current work includes studies of the dy-
namics of homelessness among families 
and adults, and the impact of homeless-
ness on the utilization of health, educa-
tion and social services.   

Dr. Culhane was recently named the Di-
rector of Research for the Veteran’s Ad-
ministration’s National Center for Home-
lessness among Veterans.  For more in-
formation, visit  http://works.bepress.com/
dennis_culhane/ 

Retired Marine Staff Ser-
geant Eric Alva, a San 
Antonio native,  is the 
keynote speaker for the 
2010 Gandhi Award 
Luncheon.   

 

 

 

Welcome to the Annual UNO School of Social 
Work’s Annual Scholarship Luncheon.  Each 
year the School awards…. 

 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

The Barbara Veach Weitz Fellowship ($2,343) 

Jill Bomberger 

Jill Bomberger is a first year, full-time MSW student working for 
Head Start as a bilingual family advocate.  Her research pursuits 
are focused on the needs of Hispanic Immigrants and include: 
Cultural Problems in Modern Psychology: The Hispanic Immigrant 
Experience (MindExpo Presentation for Doane College), Mental 
Health Service Seeking Attitudes and Worldview Among Low-
Income Spanish Speakers (Research Consultant to Dr. Lambert), 
& Attitudes on Immigration as a Function of Several Personality 
and Cognitive Style Variables (Undergraduate Research). 

Jodi Gabel 

Jodi is a full-time, 4.0 GPA, MSW student.  In addition to her 
academic pursuits, Jodi is an assistant counselor and writing 
specialist with Southeast Community College, a researcher and 
analyst for UNO/YWCA, and a volunteer and mentor for youth at 
St. Peter’s Church.  In her undergraduate academic career, Jodi 
worked on two research endeavors, Spirituality and Counseling: 
Students’ Perceptions of the Inclusion of Spiritual Discussion in 
the Counseling Process and Counselor Education (Undergrad 
Senior Research Project) & Relating Gender, Parenting Style, 
and Child Perception: A Proposed Investigation (Undergrad Jun-
ior Study Project). 

The Carl M. Carlson LSCSW Fellowship ($500) 

Wendy Patterson 

Wendy is a full-time, 4.0 GPA, MSW student.  Wendy also works 
full-time for the Salvation Army as a Family Advocate where she 
coordinates the recruitment and enrollment of Head Start Fami-
lies.  She is also a member of the National Association of Social 
Workers, the Metropolitan Child Abuse Coalition, the Student 
Social Workers Organization and Paws for Friendship.  Addition-
ally, Wendy has volunteered for Youth Emergency Services, the 
Special Olympics, the Cerebral Palsy Association and with the 
MDA . 

 

  

 

 

The singers are 
presented by 
The Siena/
Francis House 
Homeless Shel-
ter.  In the 
singer’s words:  
“We are the 
Siena/Francis 
House Singers. We are a voice for the 
voiceless, lifting the silence. We sing of 
lives being transformed, of new birth. Only 
through giving do we get back what was 
lost. So with the healing power of music we 
share our talents with you. No longer voice-
less, we offer you our gifts of faith, of spirit, 
and of song.”   

 

 

The Thirteenth Annual Gandhi Award will 
be presented to Mel Beckman.  Mel 
founded the grass roots organization Fam-
ily and Friends of Inmates.  He is the editor 
and publisher of the quarterly Nebraska  
Criminal Justice Review.  He also serves as 
the co-coordinator for the Nebraska Coali-
tion for the Fair Sentencing of Youth.      

 

 

Welcome to the Annual UNO School of Social 
Work’s Annual Scholarship Luncheon.  Each 
year the School awards…. 

 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

The Barbara Veach Weitz Fellowship ($2,343) 

Jill Bomberger 

Jill Bomberger is a first year, full-time MSW student working for 
Head Start as a bilingual family advocate.  Her research pursuits 
are focused on the needs of Hispanic Immigrants and include: 
Cultural Problems in Modern Psychology: The Hispanic Immigrant 
Experience (MindExpo Presentation for Doane College), Mental 
Health Service Seeking Attitudes and Worldview Among Low-
Income Spanish Speakers (Research Consultant to Dr. Lambert), 
& Attitudes on Immigration as a Function of Several Personality 
and Cognitive Style Variables (Undergraduate Research). 

Jodi Gabel 

Jodi is a full-time, 4.0 GPA, MSW student.  In addition to her 
academic pursuits, Jodi is an assistant counselor and writing 
specialist with Southeast Community College, a researcher and 
analyst for UNO/YWCA, and a volunteer and mentor for youth at 
St. Peter’s Church.  In her undergraduate academic career, Jodi 
worked on two research endeavors, Spirituality and Counseling: 
Students’ Perceptions of the Inclusion of Spiritual Discussion in 
the Counseling Process and Counselor Education (Undergrad 
Senior Research Project) & Relating Gender, Parenting Style, 
and Child Perception: A Proposed Investigation (Undergrad Jun-
ior Study Project). 

The Carl M. Carlson LSCSW Fellowship ($500) 

Wendy Patterson 

Wendy is a full-time, 4.0 GPA, MSW student.  Wendy also works 
full-time for the Salvation Army as a Family Advocate where she 
coordinates the recruitment and enrollment of Head Start Fami-
lies.  She is also a member of the National Association of Social 
Workers, the Metropolitan Child Abuse Coalition, the Student 
Social Workers Organization and Paws for Friendship.  Addition-
ally, Wendy has volunteered for Youth Emergency Services, the 
Special Olympics, the Cerebral Palsy Association and with the 
MDA . 

 

  

 

 

   Registration 8:30 A.M.-9:00 A.M.  

 

   The Siena/Francis House Singers 9:00            
A.M.-9:15 A.M. 

 

 

  Symposium 9:15 A.M.-11:30 A.M. 

 Dennis Culhane, PhD 

 “The Dynamics of Homelessness” 

  Break 10:15 A.M.-10:30 A.M. 

  Gandhi Award Luncheon 11:30 A.M-1:00     
P.M. 

 Keynote Speaker:  Retired Marine Staff 
 Sergeant Eric Alva, MSW   

“Reexamination:  Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” 

 2010 Gandhi Award Recipient: 

 Mel Beckman, President of Family and 
 Friends of Inmates, Omaha 

 Panel Discussion 1:15 P.M.-3:00 P.M. 

Moderator:  A’Jamal Byndon, Director of 
Table Talk, CPACS 

 5.25 CEUs are available for Nebraska, Iowa, and South 

Dakota Social Workers who attend all sessions 

 Special Thanks to the UNO School of  

Social Work Gandhi Fund  

Symposium Agenda  

Friday, April 16, 2010 

 

Dennis Culhane 

 

The Siena/Francis  
House Singers 

A Voice for the Voiceless 

 

Eric Alva 
2010 Gandhi 

Award Recipient 
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